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Town of West Bridgewater 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

1st Fl. Conference Room, Town Hall 

65 North Main Street 

  

5 September 2017 

Minutes 

6:30 PM       Chairman Tim Hay (TH) called the meeting to order with Commissioners Steve Winters  

(SW), Moe McCarthy (MM) and Ryan Byrnes (RB) present as well as Agent John DeLano (JD) and Secretary 

Kitty Doherty.    

▪SW / MM motioned to approve Minutes for 15 August 2017 as presented,  so voted.  

 

New Public Hearings:  

59 Progressive Ave  NOI (SE 328 - 730)  Collins Engineering  / Bruce & Judy Engstrom, to upgrade the 

existing septic system for a SF residential home, in the vicinity of the 50' Buffer Zone  

George Collins submitted green cards and presented information for the Engstroms who are currently out-of-

state. Collins connected the couple to the Public Hearing via speaker phone. This site is located on the west side 

of Progressive Ave, with run-off water removed via a drainage ditch. The WL delineation was done by 

Consultant Brooke Monroe. There was difficulty getting an adequate test pit for the new Title V system;  the 

plan has gone to the Board of Health  who will meet next week.  Mr. Collins said that after struggling to find a 

suitable location for the septic upgrade,  this is the only plan available. The house was built in 1974.   

Discussion ensued regarding the selection of test pit sites.   

JD explained some of this situation.  The applicant has asked for a variance in order to place part of the new 

system within the WL.  JD determined that the flagged area is not a WL,  therefore the proposal does not need a 

variance.   Agent DeLano recommends that an advanced treatment component be added to the design, or that 

the system be moved 9' up-gradient toward the street.  Collins does not have soil data for this new spot up the 

hill.  No abutters are present. JD agreed with closing the PH but must receive a copy of the revised plans for 

reference in the OOC.  

▪MM / SW motioned to close the PH, so voted,  

▪MM / SW motioned to issue a standard OOC with conditions as mentioned tonight, so voted.  

 

LA arrived at 6:50 PM.  
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32 Merritt Street NOI (SE 328 - 732) Collins / James Menton, to upgrade a septic system within 100' of WL; 

Engineer George Collins submitted green cards and represented Mr. Menton at this PH.  A check for $26.44 was 

submitted to cover the balance due on the public hearing legal notice.  

Mr. Collins requested that a Certificate of Compliance be signed tonight in order to close out an expired OOC on this 

same lot; the permitted work was never done.  Consultant Brooke Monroe has placed new flags on the site and the 

plan has been modified from the previously approved Title V plan. It has gone to the BOH for their approval.   The 

project needs 3 permanent WL tags.   The old ground level pool deck will stay on site for the time being.   

▪SW / RB motioned to close the Public Hearing, so voted. 

▪SW / RB motioned to allow work within the 50’ NT, so voted.  

▪SW / RB motioned  to issue a standard OOC, so voted.   

 

Old West St;  Amended OOC (SE 328 - 678) Silva Engineering / Solventerra; for the revision of the location of a 

solar array within 100'of a WL; 

Larry Silva submitted Public Hearing Notification Green Cards and presented the information for the applicant.   

This plan changes some of the previously permitted plan. The ditch will not have a 50’ NT setback,  but the  

applicant will still provide mitigation that allows access to town-owned land  that is currently inaccessible.  All  

other design elements remain unchanged.   Planning Board is OK with this change. Grass under the panels will  

only be mowed if the grass grows higher than the panel.  JD has looked at the ditch and determined that it is 

insignificant; it is merely wet on the bottom;  the offer to have an easement through the property mitigates not having 

the buffer around the ditch.  This new hiking trail makes a nice addition to the town's trail system with access to a 

land-locked Conservation property and to DF & W land.  It’s a good benefit to the town.  

▪SW / RB motioned to close the public hearing, so voted.  

▪SW / RB motioned to issue an Amended OOC, so voted.  

$26.44 due for add  

 

204 River Street RDA;   Pratt's Landing  /  Conservation Commission, for the removal of a mobile home and two 

sheds in the 200' Riverfront Area of the Town River;   

JD presented Pratt's Landing information at this Public Hearing in order to determine whether or not  this project 

needs a full NOI.  There is a contractor who will remove the house trailer and two sheds.  In JDs opinion, this is an 

improvement to the site, and while  the work is in the jurisdiction of the commission it will not adversely  impact  

the property. 

▪SW / MM motioned to close the Public Hearing, so voted.  

▪SW / MM motioned to issue a negative finding, so voted.  
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Continued public hearings: 

 

61 Ash Street NOI (328 - 728)  Collins Engineering / Raymond Hashem;  to upgrade the existing septic system 

for a SF residential home in the vicinity of the 50' Buffer Zone;  

This is a 6 - bedroom home with a failed septic system that is plagued by a compact silt / loam lot.  The home  

needs a huge leaching area for existing bedrooms and soil conditions. After perc tests, a small sandy area was 

found at the back of the property with 4’ of natural material.  George Collins is very concerned about the repair 

costs that the applicant is facing. Mr. Collins said he was taken aback by the advanced treatment request, then  

mentioned that the advanced treatment option is not a Title V requirement.  TH said that he agreed with JD in 

that it is a 6 BD home with questionable soils.  Collins said that this is a hardship case with a single parent and 

children.  JD interjected,  reminding those assembled about the Wicker World plan where George Collins had 

previously used an advanced treatment design.  JD spoke about the need for protecting this site, saying this is 

not an uncommon requirement to ask for advanced treatment.  Collins design proposes an undersized system for 

a 6 BD house; see JD's  notes. Discussion ensued.  The commission understands  the financial circumstances, 

but  must uphold the WL laws and think about the site's future use.   TH suggested talking to the BOH about 

grants that could help the homeowner defray costs.  Collins said that he has 2 options, to use what’s proposed or 

he can come back with a Presby Enviosystem. It comes down to cost vs. environmental protection. It is already 

in the 50’ NT.   The commission has a major priority in protecting the groundwater.   

▪MM / SW motioned for a continuance 19th September, so voted.  

5 Manley Street; NOI (SE 328-721) Bracken Engineering/ James Rader, to develop commercial property consisting 

of driveways, parking areas, installation of utilities and construction of a 73,800 S.F. Commercial Building within 

100' of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW) and Isolated Vegetated Wetland (IVW) ; 

Don Bracken continued his discussion from the previous session; the 53 G Consultant's questions have been 

addressed.  JD feels comfortable with the design at this point.  Any additional items can be included into the OOC.  

▪MM / RB motioned to close the public hearing, so voted.  

▪MM / RB motioned  to issue an OOC, so voted.  

 

 

0 Belmont Street;  ANRAD (SE 328 - 705) Frank Rebelin  /  William Adams, Trustee, to verify that the wetland 

border identification as flagged is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act;  

Mr.  Rebelin and Mr. Adams resumed their Belmont Street discussion that had started last spring. This project 

was filed under the WL Protection Act only, as it is a potential 40B site which is not subject to the town's 

bylaws;  however,  if developed for any other use a delineation fee should be collected. Some of the abutting 

property including street frontage is owned by West Bridgewater Housing Authority.  The 53G consulting firm 

BSC concurs with this WL line.  The WL itself is in two separate sections.  The site is bisected by an old cart 

path  that has evolved into part of the WL that connects the two WL systems.  JD recommends issuing an 

ORAD. 

▪SW / RB motioned to close the public hearing, so voted.  

▪SW / RB motioned to issue an ORAD, so voted.  
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 Requested continuances 

Map 12, Lot # 9 NOI (SE 328 - 729) LEC / E.O. M.S. Recycling facility, to construct a new recycling plant in 

Brockton with the stormwater basin within the Buffer Zone of an Isolated Vegetated Wetland in West Bridgewater;   

▪SW / RB motioned to continue the public hearing to 19th September 2017, so voted.  

 

Lamp Post Estates subdivision NOI;  (SE 328 - 676) Pilling Engineering / Lincoln Street Realty Trust, to review the 

revised Definitive Subdivision Plans and Stormwater Analysis;  

▪SW / MM motioned to close the Public Hearing, but not issue the Order of Conditions until the revised plans are 

received, so voted.  

 

 

Administrative decisions:  

Electronic filing policy: 

The commission voted to establish a policy for filing document copies electronically; see John DeLano's draft 

that was previously handed out.  JD will send a Notice to engineers who regularly do work with the town 

informing them that this new policy is now in effect.   

▪MM / SW motioned to adopt  this policy as drafted, so voted.  

 

Requesting continuances policy: 

The commission also voted to establish a pre-meeting deadline policy for requesting public hearing 

continuances. This action is needed to alert abutters to a change in posted schedule.  

▪MM / SW motioned to adopt  this policy as drafted, so voted.  

 

403 Pleasant Street OOC  (SE 328 - 724)  David Plante;  

▪MM / SW motioned to issue an OOC, so voted.  

 

27 Progressive Ave OOC -   

▪MM / SW motioned to issue an Order of Conditions,  so voted. 

 

183 Scotland Street COC  David Hathaway  

▪MM / SW motioned to issue these documents without a bond, so voted.  

 

32 Merritt Street COC  

▪MM / SW motioned to issue  an COC nullifying the old OOC in order to remove the property lien,  so voted.   
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Informal Discussion - Ames Drive  

JD reviewed site history regarding a drainage ditch of low resource value along Ames Drive,  and introduced Mr. 

Ames idea for a proposed home on the rear of this remaining lot.  Mr. Ames is willing to give an easement or donate 

some of the property that  is marbled with small WL / UL  if he can have a grassed yard on one side of the dwelling.  

Mr. Adams put the swale in when he built Ames Drive in the late 1980’s.  The commission discussed what 

improvements could be made with the vegetation and drainage if work was being done  in there anyway. Neighbors 

use this area as a place to dump yard wastes. JD recommends that Mr. Adams comes in with a more detailed plan 

with how much area would be in the modest yard, and how much would be in a permanent Easement. The driveway 

could go in straighter, instead of in a landscaped arc. LA suggested using a grass-covered pipe to make a better yard.  

It would be another story if the ditch were flowing.  

 

Tim had a question concerning the use change of Component Park, and out town SWM bylaw.  JD will look into this 

new activity.  

 

JD mentioned that Sunday 10th September is Park Day and that he will be at the event with the new CC banner.  

 

The commission meeting adjourned at 8: 20 PM.  

 

 

Agent's Report:    

Item #1 New Public Hearing DEP #328-730- Notice of Intent (NOI) #59 Progressive Ave. - Septic System Repair for a Single 

Family Home and associated grading in the buffer zone of a wetland   

This project is requesting a variance from 50' to 41' for the setback of the leaching facility from the wetland flag #5.  The 

plan shows the line of wetland flags from WF-START to WF#3 which are within 30' of the proposed septic system.  I have 

inspected those flags and have determined that there are not wetlands adjacent to these flags.  Therefore, it is my opinion 

that there is no need for a variance from these flags.  I do agree with flag WF4, WF#5 and the remaining flags.  In the past 

the commission has asked for additional advanced treatment to be included after the effluent receives primary treatment 

in the septic tank in order to grant a variance of the 50' Setback.  The existing failed leaching system is about 63' from the 

wetland flag WF#5.  It is my opinion that the variance be granted if the applicant's engineer provides an advanced 

treatment unit after the septic tank.  As an alternative, there would be no need for advanced treatment unit if the 

applicant's engineer moves the proposed system 9' up-gradient towards the street.  The result would be a system that is 

50' away from WF#5.  In addition, there is no need to have a conservation post set at WF#1 as shown on the plan.   

Recommendation:  Motion to continue the public hearing to 09-19-2017 so that the plan can be revised.  

Item #2 New Public Hearing DEP #328-732- Notice of Intent (NOI) #32 Merritt St. - Septic System Repair for a Single 

Family Home and associated grading in the buffer zone of a wetland   

I have reviewed the plans and document and inspected the site.  I have no issue with the plan or the project. 
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Recommendation: Motion to close the Public Hearing.  Motion to issue a standard order of conditions for a septic repair 

within 21 days.      

Item # 3 New Public Hearing DEP #328-678- Amend Order of Conditions (AOOC)- Old West Street, AKA Rear West Street 

Map 36, Lot 33 - Revise locations of the Solar Array and drainage and associated site grading.   

I have reviewed the changes.  There is no real wetland buffer to the existing drainage swale that is located between the 

solar arrays.  As a mitigating feature to justify the request to amend the project, the applicant is willing to grant an access 

easement for us to get to landlocked Town owned land just to the north of the site.  The access easement would be from 

Old West Street and be located over the owner's existing paved road that once was a proposed subdivision road.  From 

the end of the pavement it will lead to the Town owned land that currently has no right of way to get to it.  I have no 

issues with the project.  

Recommendation: Motion to issue an amended Order of Conditions within 21 days.  Motion to close the PH  

Item #4: New Public Hearing DEP #N/A- Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA)- #204 River Street-Removal of 

an existing mobile home and two sheds. 

The project entails the removal of the existing mobile home and two sheds.  The work area is to be prepared with a silt 

fence prior to construction.  The removal of these structures will not have an adverse impact on the wetland resources 

and will improve the wetland resource area.  

Recommendation: Motion to close the PH.  Motion to issue a Negative #3 Determination.  

Item #5 Continued Public Hearing DEP #328-728- Notice of Intent (NOI) #61 Ash St. Septic System Repair for a Single 

Family Home and associated grading in the buffer zone of a wetland   

The Public Hearing was continued so that the applicant's engineer could revise the plan to add in an advanced treatment 

unit after the septic tank in order to justify the Commission' granting a variance from the 50' setback requirement.  The 

Commission made it clear at the meeting that it wanted an Advanced Treatment Unit installed in order to grant the 

waiver.  The applicant's engineer has sent an email asking that the commission waive the requirement because the plan 

shows a two compartment septic tank instead of a single compartment tank that is only required by Title 5 of the Sanitary 

Code.  It is my opinion that the second compartment does not produce the effluent quality that an advance treatment unit 

provides. 

Recommendation:  To be made at the meeting depending on the discussion  

Item #6 Continued Public Hearing DEP #328-729- Notice of Intent (NOI) Map 12-Lot 9, Off Oak Hill Way, Brockton- 

Proposed Recycling Facility 

We have received a request to continue this Public Hearing to our next meeting from the applicant so that they can have 

their public hearing with the Brockton Conservation Commission.  

Recommendation: Motion to continue the PH to the 09-19-2017 meeting. 
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Item #7: Continued Public Hearing DEP #328-721- Notice of Intent (NOI) #5 Manley Street-Proposed Commercial 

Development with building, parking, stormwater management and associated site grading 

We have received final approval from the 53-G and the applicant has addressed my concerns.  It is my opinion that the 

project can be approved and will vastly improve a currently blighted, abused and sensitive resource area. 

Recommendation: Motion to issue an Order of Conditions within 21 days.  Motion to close the PH 

Item #8: Continued Public Hearing DEP # 328-705–Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation (ANRAD) - #0 

Belmont Street - Wetland Line Approval - Future Residential Lots.   

We have received a final report from our 53-G approving the revised wetland line.  As you recall, the applicant did not 

submit a delineation fee for this project.  If the applicant comes before the commission with anything but a 40-B proposal, 

it is my recommendation that the fee be collected at that time.  Therefore, the approval of this wetland line is only done 

under the MA DEP Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) and not through the local town by-law.   

Recommendation: Motion to issue an Order of Resource Area Delineation (ORAD) under the WPA only and in 

accordance with recommendations of the Commission's 53-G Consultant.  Motion to close the PH. 

Item #9: Continued Public Hearing DEP # 328-676–Notice of Intent (NOI) – Lamp Post Estates- Corner of Lincoln and 

South Elm Streets - Proposed Single Family Residential Subdivision Project.   

We have received a final review by the commission's 53-G consultant.  Other than some typographical changes needed on 

the plan, the consultant has approved the plans.  I have been in contact with the engineer today and have suggested that 

he revise the plans to show the Conservation Easements for each lot which is the 50' buffer.  I would expect that the fact 

that I sent that suggestion to him today does not leave enough time for him to make the changes.  If he has made the 

changes, then I would recommend closing the PH and issuing an OOC.    

Recommendation: Will Depend on whether or not we receive revised plans. 

Item #10: Administrative Discussion - Certificate of Compliance (COC) request- DEP #SE 328-472 - 183 Scotland Street 

I have inspected this project and the documents submitted.  I have no issues with the project or the existing conditions. 

 Recommendation: Motion to issue a COC with no bond 

Item #11: Administrative Discussion - Certificate of Compliance (COC) request- DEP #SE 328-425 - 27 Progressive Ave.  

I have inspected this project and the documents submitted.  I have no issues with the project or the existing conditions. 

 Recommendation: Motion to issue a COC with no bond 

Item #12: Administrative Discussion - Certificate of Compliance (COC) request- DEP #SE 328-438 - 32 Merritt Street 

This project was never built.  The applicant has since filed for a new NOI and has a new DEP File number.  Therefore, the 

older file number has to be issued a COC indicating that the project was not built to clear the land title at the Registry of 

Deeds.  
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 Recommendation: Motion to issue a COC that indicates the project was never built 

Item #13: Administrative Discussion - Electronic Filing Policy of Applications, plans and calculations. 

As a result of discussion at the previous meetings, I had prepared a written policy for the commission to review for 

tonight. 

Recommendation: To be made depending on discussion 

Item #14: Administrative Discussion - Deadlines for submitting revisions required by a continued public hearing. 

As a result of discussion at the previous meetings, I had prepared a written policy for the commission to review for 

tonight. 

Recommendation: To be made depending on discussion 

Item #15: Administrative Discussion - Informal Discussion-Ames Drive. 

The applicant had appeared before the commission on an informal basis to discuss the viability of constructing a single 

family home on this property.  The access to the buildable portion of the land is over a drainage ditch created by the 

applicant many years ago.  The applicant wishes some relief from the 50' buffer of the ditch.  If this was a wetland and not 

a ditch, I would not want to entertain any idea of granting relief of the 50' no disturb buffer.  However, it is truly a ditch.  I 

would say it is fair to allow use of the area along the ditch as a yard in front of the house and some of the area on both 

sides of  the house.  However, it should only be considered if the applicant is willing to restrict the use of other portions of 

the yard that are outside of the 50' buffer with a conservation Easement and markers with signs.  The applicant should 

prepare a conceptual plan of what that would look like if the commission agrees with my feelings on this project. 

 Recommendation: No vote can be made since this is informal.  General thoughts on what the commission feels about 

this can be noted for the applicant's planning purposes.    

Item #16: Administrative Action  - Sign OOC signature page for #403 Pleasant Street, DEP #SE 328-724  

Item #17: Administrative Action  - Sign DOA signature page for #204 River Street, DEP #SE 328-N/A 

Item #18: Administrative Action  - Sign COC signature page for #183 Scotland Street, DEP #SE 328-472 

Item #17: Administrative Action  - Sign COC signature page for #27 Progressive Ave.  DEP #SE 328-425 

Item #17: Administrative Action  - Sign COC signature page for #32 Merritt St.  DEP #SE 328-438 

   

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Kitty Doherty, Secretary 


	Town of West Bridgewater

